CLCGB Band Competition Rules
1 Eligibility
The band competition is open to all sections of the CLCGB, taken from a single unit or as a complete battalion band.  Members may appear within their battalion band in addition to an appearance with the company band.  Bands may be all lads, all girls or mixed.
2 Age Restrictions

Competing bands may include the following:

Beginner Class – a maximum of 3 members aged 21 and over.  

Novice Class – a maximum of 3 members aged 25 and over.

NB – two members aged 24 and under can play in the main band in another class on the same instrument
Contest Class – a maximum of 4 members aged 25 and over.

Championship Class – a maximum of 5 members aged 25 and over.

Open Class – unlimited number of members aged 25 and over.  NB – bands entering in the Open Class are not eligible to win the supreme champions prize.
Members from the age of 7 years may be included.

There is no limit to the size of the band or of any section within the band.

3 Competition Classes & Time Limits
Beginners Class – this is aimed at new bands with mainly younger members.  The time limit for this section is 3-6 minutes.  It is not expected that bands in this class will do a display, standing in a static position to play or marching up and down is acceptable, and as such there will be no judging for marching display or drill and deportment in this class.  All other sections (valve/non-valve brass, percussion, mallets and general musical effect) will each be awarded a mark out of 50 with an overall certificate, and a certificate for each section as follows:

Section

Bronze – 0-19 marks

Silver – 20-35 marks

Gold – 36-50 marks
Overall
Bronze – 1 - 80 marks

Silver – 81 - 140 marks

Gold – 141 - 200 marks
The Beginners Class will not operate as a competition.  The main aim of reintroducing this class is to offer encouragement and advice to new and young bands on how to improve and move forwards.  

Novice Class – The time limit for this section is 5-8 minutes.

Contest Class – The time limit for this section is 8-10 minutes.

Championship and Open Classes – The time limit for these sections is 10-13 minutes.

Battalion bands will follow the timings for the class in which they choose to enter.

Any band under- or over-running the allotted time will incur penalty points at the rate of: 1 point per 5 seconds up to 30 seconds; 1 point per second thereafter.  Each band has up to 3 minutes to warm up; over running this time will incur the same penalties.
4 Instrumentation

Other than the beginner class, where instrumentation may be varied, all bands should be non-valve (bugles) or valve brass.  Where a band contains both of these, they will be judged as a valve brass band.  If a band wishes to enter that does not have wind they need to let the organisers know beforehand so that the scoring can be adjusted accordingly.  

5 Drum Major

Drum majors from all three sections will be judged together and one award made at the end of the competition.  Only drum majors up to the age of 25 qualify for the competition, although bands can have a drum major over this age.

Drum majors will not lose marks if their mace falls to the ground.  The mace will be retrieved by a judge and returned at the earliest opportunity.

The drum major may not place the mace on the ground in order to conduct the band.  If this is necessary, the drum major may conduct the band with one hand whilst holding the mace in the other.

In the event of a tie in the drum major competition, the winner will be decided on the mark given under the heading ‘control of the band’.
6 Inspection
Each band will be inspected before entering the arena and points will be awarded for turnout according to CLCGB uniform regulations.  From 2012 there will be two categories for inspection – formal uniform and non-formal uniform (e.g. sweatshirts).  There will only be a runner-up and winner for inspection in the two different categories across all classes.
7 Timing Lights/Signals

An electric light system will be used to denote maximum and minimum time.  The white light will indicate minimum time, and the red light will indicate maximum time has been passed and the band is now incurring penalty points.  

Should the lights fail; flags of the same colour will be used.

A klaxon or whistle will sound to indicate entry in to the arena.

All bands may, if they so require, play a warm-up piece while entering the arena, providing it does not exceed 3 minutes duration from the first klaxon/whistle sounding.  Penalty points for this will be calculated as before.

Performances must begin and end with a salute.  These salutes are when the beginning and the end of the timings for the main display will be taken.

8 In the event of a tie

In the event of a tie for winning band in each section, and also for the supreme champion awards, the band with the highest mark for general musical effect will be declared the winner.

9 Winning Bands

The winning band in each class will play off the other bands in their class after the results have been announced.  The Championship Class runners up will play off the bands in the Championship section and the supreme champion band will perform their routine again to end the day.

10 Mark sheets and comments

The judges mark sheets, comments and overall scorings will be handed out to bandmasters at the end of the competition.  Where tapes have been used for commentary, these will also be given out.

The sections that are judged (other than those omitted in the Beginner Class as detailed above) are as follows:

Wind (valve/non-valve)

Percussion

General Musical Effect

Mallets

Drill & Deportment

Marching Display

Drum Major (if applicable)

Inspection

All judging sheets and an ‘aspects of judging’ document are available to view on request.

A possible change to the scoring system for the 2012 competition has been suggested whereby the lowest mark for each band is dropped and taken out of consideration for the overall mark.  This would allow bands without wind to avoid being penalised for this. The information regarding this will be sent as soon as possible.
11 General Information
From 2012 – Each company to provide a member to help run events on the day.  Their name should be entered on the entry form.

From 2012 – Bands that wish to move down a section should apply for approval from the organisers, even if they have missed several years from their last entry into the competition.

From 2012 – Automatic promotion if there is only one band in section will be at the discretion of the organisers.

The bandmaster, drum major or person in charge of the band may view the arena before the competition commences.

Instruments must not be played in the immediate vicinity of the arena while the competition is in progress, except when actually performing.

Bands will be marked for drill and deportment as soon as they enter the arena, from the warm-up right through to the end of the routine.

Changing accommodation will be allocated for individual bands where possible.  The organisers cannot be responsible for the security of valuables.

12 Ensemble & Solo Competitions
There are three age categories for the ensemble competition:

Under 12 (ages 12 and under)
Under 18 (ages 18 and under)
Under 25 (ages 25 and under)
Each ensemble can consist of up to 6 players of any instrumentation.

The maximum time limit for the piece to be played is 3 minutes.

As of May 2011, there will be solo competitions in the following sections:

Solo drummer
Solo bugler

Solo mallets

Solo brass

Solo woodwind

There are three age categories for each of the solo competitions:

Under 12

Under 18

Under 25

For solo drummer and bugler there will be set music which will be sent out to companies.  

For the other solo competitions, the performer will play a piece of their own choosing, up to a maximum length of 2 minutes.

The awards for the solo and ensemble competition will be given out immediately after it has taken place where this is possible.  From May 2012 the solo competitions will take place in a separate area to the main arena and immediate feedback can be given.
Any band or company can enter an ensemble or soloists.  The remainder of the band do not need to be competing in the main competition.

Entries for the solo and ensemble competition need to be sent alongside the entries for the main competition.  However, there will be some scope to alter and add to entries on the day.  If possible, please try to avoid withdrawing entries on the morning of the competition as this affects the overall running times of the day.
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